GLOBE Soil Characterization Field Protocols

Soil Structure
Soil structure is the shape that the soil takes based on its physical and chemical properties. Each individual unit of soil
structure is called a ped. Take a sample of undisturbed soil in your hand (either from the pit or from the shovel or auger).

Look closely at the soil in your hand and examine its structure. Possible choices of soil structure are: Ewn
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Platy: Thin, flat
plates of soil that lie

Single Grained: Soil is
horizontally. broken into individual
particles that do not stick
together. Always
accompanies a loose is hard to break
consistence. Commonly apart and appears in
found in sandy soils. very large clods.

Massive: Soil has
no visible structure,

Usually found in
compacted soil.




